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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 OTTAWA 02914 I00809Z 
ACTION AGRE-00 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 EB-08 COME-00 HEW-06 PA-02 
ICA-20 CIAE-00 INR-IO NSAE-00 /059 W 

0I9I30 II093IZ/II 

R 092006Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7669 

UNCLAS OTTAWA 02914 

PASS AGRIC FAS/RIESZ; ESQS/STEINMETZ 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 

TAGS: EAGR, ETRD, CA 

SUBJECT: NO DES FOUND IN BEEF LIVERS 

REE: OTTAWA 2848 

1 . MINAG WHELAN ANNOUNCED JUNE 7 THAT HIS DEPARTMENT HAD 
RUN TESTS ON SAMPLES OF BEEF LIVER WHICH HAD PREVIOUSLY 
BREN FOUND TO CONTAIN HIGH LEVELS OE DES BY A PRIVATE 
TORONTO LABORATORY. NO DETECTABLE DES RESIDUES WHATSOEVER 
WERE FOUND IN ANY OF THE SAMPLES. 

2. COPY OF PRESS RELEASE FOLLOWS: 

3. "AGRICULTURE MINISTER EUGENE WHELAN ANNOUNCED JUNE 7, 

1978 THAT HIS DEPARTMENT HAS EOUND NO DIETHYLSTILBESTROL 
(DES) RESIDUES IN BEEE LIVER SAMPLES WHICH THE CANADIAN 
BROADCASTING CORPORATION (CBC) HAD REPORTED WERE CON- 
TAMINATED WITH THE GROWTH PROMOTING HORMONE. 

4. 'LAST WEEK, THE CBC SAID A PRIVATE LABORATORY HAD EOUND 
DES IN NINE OUT OE 10 SAMPLES OE CANADIAN AND U.S. BEEE 
LIVER THE NETWORK HAD PURCHASED IN TORONTO STORES. THEY 
REPORTED LEVELS AS HIGH AS 1.94 PARTS PER MILLION (PPM) 
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IN THE CANADIAN LIVER AND AS MUCH AS 3.72 PPM IN THE U.S. 

LIVER.' MR. WHELAN SAID. 

5. 'EOLLOWING THESE REPORTS, AGRICULTURE CANADA ON FRIDAY 
OBTAINED SAMPLES OF THE LIVERS TESTED BY THE PRIVATE LAB- 
ORATORY AND RAN THOROUGH TESTS ON THEM AT ITS ANIMAL 
PATHOLOGY LABORATORY IN GUELPH, ONTARIO. NO DETECTABLE 
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DES RESIDUES WHATSOEVER WERE FOUND IN ANY OE THE 
SAMPLES.' 

6. "MR. WHELAN SAID HE HAS LULL CONEIDENCE IN HIS 
DEPARTMENT'S TEST RESULTS. 

7. 'THE STALE AT THE GUELPH LABORATORY SPENT THREE YEARS 
DEVELOPING THEIR TESTING PROCEDURES EOR DETECTING DES. 

IN TESTING THE LIVER SAMPLES SUPPLIED BY THE CBC, THEY 
ALSO TESTED OTHER SAMPLES WITH KNOWN LEVELS OE DES ADDED. 

IN EVERY CASE, THE TESTS DETECTED THE DES IN THE CONTROL 
SAMPLES BUT EOUND NO TRACE AT ALL IN THE LIVERS SUPPLIED 
BY THE CBC. 

8. "MR. WHELAN SAID CANADIAN CONSUMERS NEED NOT WORRY 
ABOUT DES RESIDUES IN THE BEEF THEY BUY. 

9. 'IT IS UNFORTUNATE THAT THE CBC NETWORK CHOSE TO 
PUBLICIZE THE RESULTS OF UNOFFICIAL PRIVATE LABORATORY 
TESTS, BEEORE ALLOWING OUR EXPERTS THE CHANCE TO CHECK 
THE RESULTS'. 

10. "THE USE OE DES AS A GROWTH PROMOTANT IN LIVE- 
STOCK HAS BEEN BANNED IN CANADA SINCE JANUARY I, 1973. 

SINCE APRIL 1, 1976, AGRICULTURE CANADA IN CO-OPERATION 
WITH HEALTH AND WELFARE CANADA HAS TESTED MORE THAN 400 
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SAMPLES OE BEEE LIVER, EROM BOTH CANADIAN AND IMPORTED 
AMERICAN ANIMALS. ALL OE THESE WERE EOUND NEGATIVE AT 
THE THREE PARTS PER BILLION LEVEL. 

1 1 . "ALL SLAUGHTER CATTLE, BEEE, SLAUGHTER SHEEP AND 
MUTTON IMPORTED FROM THE UNITED STATES (WHERE THE USE OE 
DES IS STILL ALLOWED) MUST BE CERTIFIED EREE OE THE 
CHEMICAL. THIS MEANS IT MUST COME EROM A LIVESTOCK PRO- 
DUCER WHO HAS RECEIVED A EULL EXPLANATION OP THE CANADIAN 
BAN ON DES PROM A U.S. GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE. 

12. "IN ADDITION, A CERTIFICATE MUST BE ISSUED AT THE 
TIME OP MARKETING STATING THAT THE ANIMAL WAS NOT 
PRODUCED WITH THE USE OP DES AND NO DES HAS BEEN 
ADMINISTERED TO ANY OTHER ANIMALS ON THE SAME PREMISES. 

THIS CERTIFICATE IS SIGNED BY THE PRODUCER AND AN 
ACCREDITED VETERINARIAN. THE DOCUMENTATION MUST BE CHECKED 
BY A U.S. GOVERNMENT VETERINARIAN BEEORE THE ANIMAL OR MEAT 
CAN ENTER CANADA." DUEMLING 
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